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Hammond Redwood Company #11 taking 
> water in the summer of 1939. - Ed Wrrer 
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Top - Oregon & Eureka #7, 4-4-0, heading a log train 
near Arcata. Courtesy W. A. Silverthorn 

Middle - Hammond & Little River Redwood #3, switch 
engine at Crannel. From Le J. Ciapponi 

Bottom - Hammond Redwood Company #5 at Crannel in 
1939. By Ed Wrrer. 
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JOHN VANCE'S RAILROAD - HAMMOND REDWOOD COMPANY 


In 1874 John Vance built a railroad from Mad River Slough 
to his redwood mill on Mad River. The railroad ran from Mad 
River Blough, crossed the Mad River on a Howe Truss Bridge 
with two spans of 120 feet each which cost $10,000, then along 
the north bank of Mad River to Lindsay Creek where the mill 
was located, later known as Vance and still later as Essex, 
ea distance of five milas. This railroad was known by a number 
of names--Humboldt Bay & Trinidad Railroad, Humboldt Bay & 
frinidad Logging & Lumber Coe, Humboldt & Mad River Railroad-- 
but was generally called Vance's Railroad. The Mad River Mill 
was opened in 1875 with a capacity of 40,000 feet per day. 
Vance also owned another mill in Eureka with a capacity of 
30,000 feet per daye At the tidewater terminus the lumber was 
loaded on lighters which were floated with the outgoing tide 
to ships in the deep waber of Humboldt Bay. In 1881 it had 
a Baldwin locomotive and 30 truck cars. 4y 1886 it had been 
extended four miles up Lindsay Creek penetrating a fine body 
of Redwood. In 1893 Vance began erecting @ new mill on the 
west shore of Humboldt Bay at Samoa and plans were made to 
extend the road to this mille 


In 1897 this new railroad was opened to the public. It 
was called the Eureka & Klamath River Railroad and ran 15 miles 
from Samoa through Arcata to Vance and up Lindsay Creeke It 
crossed Mad River farther east and that portion of the old road 
between this crossing and Mad River Slough was abandoned. 
Passengers and freight were handled on the stern paddle wheel 
steamer "“Antalope" between Eureka and Samoa to conect with the 
trains. By 1902 the railroad had been extended through Field- 
brook to Camp 9, a distance of 23 miles, when the Hammond Lumber 
Company bought the John Vance Mill and the Eureka & Klamath 
River Railroad. 

In 1904 the Eureka & Klamath River R-.Re was reorganized as 
the Oregon & Eureka Railroad and in 1905 extended to Lutfen- 
holtz, 26 miles; in 1906 to Camp 13, 27 miles, and reached 
Trinidad, 29 miles in 1907. In 1911 a branch was built from 
Little River Juncition to Camp 19, a distance of 4 miles. 
Passenger and freight service was offered between Eureka and 
Samoa by steamer and from Samoa to Trinidad and Camp 19 by traine 


In 1911 the Northwestern Pacific Railroad acquired the 
line of thd Oregon and Eureka Railroad except the Little River 
Branch, ox which they only acquired about a mile. The Hammond 
Lumber Company continued to use the rest for logging running 
their log trains over the NeW.P. into Samoa. Oregon and 
Bureka engine #6 was sold with the railroad and the crew also 
changed employer at the same time. 

In 1932 the NeWeP. abandoned ope:ations north or Korblex 
to Trinidad and the line between Korblex and Little Kiver 
Junction::was torn up. The Hammond Lumber Company bought tne 
portion between Little River Junction and Trinidad for its 
logging operations. To restore connections with tidewater 
at Samoa the Hammond Lumber Company purchased the Little River 
Lumber Company who had a railroad between Little River and 
Humboldt Bay. This line, known as the Humboldt Northern 
had been purchased by the Little River Redwood Company in 1925 
from Dolbeer and Carson Lumber Company which had used it to 
haul logs to tidewater tor their mill at Eureka. The Little 
River Redwood mill at Crannell was closed down by Hammond, but 
the town became headquarters for the railroad. 

The Hammond and Little River Re@wood Gompany operated 
40 miles ot railroad. As time passed the Little River name 
was dropped and in 1943 the company again became the Hammond 
lumber Company. 
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HAMMOND LUMBER, HAMMOND & LITTLE RIVER,. HAMMOND REDWO@ 
No-Type----- Cyl.--Drv-Weight--TF-----B, F.-Builder-Date-sgeria) 
Lima 1907 


1 2-f Shay 50-ton 
ex-Little River Redwood #1, Sol@ to Pacific Lumber, 1940, 

2 2T shay 50-ton Lima 1913 2836 
ex-Little River Redwood #2 

3S 2-4-2T 40" Baldwin 1880 
ex-Little River Redwood #3, scrapped. 

4 S-T Shay 70-ton Lima 1922 3172 
ex-Little River #4, sold in 1935 to Camino Placerville 
and Lake Tahoe ReRe where it is #2. 

5 3-T shay 70-ton Lima 1923 3209 
ex-Little River Redwood #5 

6 2=4-2T 15x22 43" 40000% 160 Baldwin 1889 9780 
ex-Southern Pacific 383, 1158, 1005, Dolbedr & Carson #1, 
Little River Redwood #6. Had a tender. Scrappede 

7 4-6-0 19x24 44" 110200 175 Baldwin 1888 9298 
ex-Colorado Midland #36; Little River Redwood #7. sold 
to California Western ReR. #36 who scrapped her. 

8 2-6-0 20x24 60" 124000 185 Hammond 1910 
ex-Oregon & Eureka #8, Scrapped. 

9 2-6-0 18x24 50" 100000 180 
ex-Oregon & Eureka #9, Scrapped. 

10 4-4-0 15x22 56" 60000 130 Cooke 1886 
ex-Lackawanea & Pittsburg, Oregon & Eureka #10, sold to 
Rouge River Valley road in 1905. 

1l 2-8-0 19x26 50" 144800 30000 180 Hammond 1911 
ex-Oregon & Eureka #11 

12 2-6-6-2T 16-26x24 38 220000 37000 200 Baldwin 1929 60870 
Hammond Lumber #6 at Mill City, Oregon 

14 2-8-2T 22x26 44" 196000 35200 American 1926 
ex-Northern Redwood Lumber #7. Leased 1938-42; returned 

15 2-8-2 208x28 48" 179000 35000 200 Baldwin 1916 
ex-Mason County Log Co. (Wash.). Purchased in 1942. 

16 2-8-2T 18x24 44" 168000 28500 190 American 67652 
ex-Crossett & Western Lumber #§@; bought in 1983 

17 2-8-2T 18x24 44"-168000 28 190 american 68057 
ex-Crossett & Western Lumber #11; bought in 1943. 

31 S-T Shay 14§x15 36" 200000 40400 200 Lima 1920 3087 

32 5-T Shay 14$x15 36" 200000 40400 200 Lima 1922 3157 

33 3-T Shay 14¢x15 36" 200000 40400 200 Lima 1922 3180 





sold to Pickering Tambor Conant — 


Vance's Railroad.- Eureka & Klamath River Railroad 


No 


QOor OH 


Type Cyle Drv. Weight T.Fe BePe Builder Date 


2-6-0 

0-4-OT Sxl2 34 (Name "Gypsy" - geared) 

2-6-0 

2-6-0 

2-6-0 

4-4-0 14x24 56 67,500 150 Baldwin 1887 
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Humboldt & Mad River Railroad "Onward", 2-6-0, heading 
a log train for the John Vance Mill in the 1890's. 
Courtesy of Gilbert Kneiss 


Oregon & Eureka Railroad 
No Type Cyle Drve Weight TeFe BePe Builder Date 


2- 0-4-OT 8xl2 34 
ex-Eureka & Klamath River #2 "Gypsy" 


6 4-4-0 14x24 56 67,500 150 Baldwin 1887 
ex-Eureka & Klamath River #6, Became NWP #3 in 1911 
7 4-4-0 18x26 55 120,000 180 
sold 
8 2-6-0 20x24 60 124,000 185 Hammond 1910 


Originally built by Grant Locomotive Works baught in 
1903 from Hinks Jumk Yard, Chicago, Ill. 

9 2-6-0 18x24 50 100,00 180 

10 4-4-0 15x22 56 60,000 130 Cooke 1886 
ex-Lackawana & Pittsburg purchased in 1895 

ll 2-8-0 19x26 50 144,800 30¥900 180 Hammond 1911 


Numbers 8, 9, 10 and 11 became Hammond Lumber with 
same numberse 
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LOS ANGELES- Purchase of 120 trolley buses and 40 street cars 
at at cost of $3,000,000 Was announced by Los 

Los ANGELES Angeles Transit Lines. Three of the Key System 
trolley coaches have been"exhibited"in Los Angeles 
as part of the order. The LATL states that 
trolley busses will ultimately repace the 3, U and 
fT lines on Pifth, Sixth, Eighth and Ninth streets as ,art or 
a one-way street plan. On June 30 the A line was motorized 
as was the easterly portion of the F line. The Griffith, 
Indiana, Gage, Evergreen and Edgeware rail shuttle lines also 
were replaced by busses on that date. The N and the 8 lines 
were rerouted with the N going to Sunset Blvd. while the 8 
was routed to the Union Depot. Both the LATL and the Facific 
Electric have sought increased fares and hearings are now 
underway. Some opposition is being made to higher suburban 
fares. 

SAN DIEGO - The #1 line of the San Diego Electric was dis- 
continued June 30 because of hirhway construction. Service 
on Fifth Avenue is still provided by the #3 line with FCC's 
with Wilkes-Barre cars shuttling to Hawk and Lewis during the 
peak hourse A general shifting of cars has taken‘place to 
take Third Aveme cars off the streets on Sundays.---Sanders 





OAKLAND - Key System "City Lines" has adopted the Los Angeles 
Transit Lines color combination of silver top,green window 
belt and yellow body. 6treet car 941 is now in ojeration 
with the new colors as are several busses. Bridge unit 178 
4s echeduled for the new colors. - Gunn 


MARYSVILLE - The Sacramento Northern has purchased San Francis- 
co &.Napa Valley diesel-electric switcher #40 for use on the 
Sacramento-Marysville section where electric operation has 
been discontinued. Tt is lettered Sacramento Northern though 
the number 40 is retained. -- Lloyd and Holmes 


MERCED - The Yosemite Valley Railway scrapping continues with 
headquarters not at Merced Falls. Engine 25, 2-6-0, is 

now hauling the train. It is reported the road will be used 
in the Phillippines. -- Stanley Snook 


RICHMOND - The former New York elevated cars used on the 
Richmond Shipyard Railway (Key System-Maritime Commission) 
have been sold to a scrap dealer for $150 each. One of the 
units--two cars--has been donated by the scrap dealer to the 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society for preservation. 
The car was hauled by one of the Kiaser Shipyard diesels to 
the Ashby terminal where the Key System took over. It will 
be stored in the Key yards for the time being. -- Merritt 





SALT LAKE CITY - "Track removal 1s being speedily completed 
with all modern wrecking devices*® -- Don Gunn 


SACRAMENTO - Sacramento City Lines has asked t - 
road commission for permission to abandon all reli ge od ag 
lines. Some opposition to the change has been made, but 35 

of the 53 new buses are en route. --- Sacramento City Lines 
car 85 is out of service as the result of a truck-car accident. 
~--Southern Pacific 3001, 4-4-2, has been painted Daylight 
colors fo. use with the Sacramento Daylight between here and 
Lathrop. The old atlantic type engine has the new lettering 
in large letters on the tender. --- The fire which started 

in the rear car of the "City of San Francisco" as the train 
crossed 56 and B streets in this city was brought under control 
after doing $37,000 damage to two Pullman cars. 
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This Western Railroad World 


SAN FRANCISCO - Southern Pacific has announced it has 5v light 
a metal cars and five diesel-electric streamlined 
AEE locomotives on order for its Shasta Daylight, Cascade, 
143 Golden State and Overland trains. Delivery of the 
ao aS) | new equipment is expected next spring. --- An in- 
Maye” 49 crease in Peninsula commutation fares of 20% is being 
sought to cover the increased out-of-pocket costs in 
wages and fuel oil. This will be the first raise in conmmutat- 
ion fares since August 26, 1920, for this service. --- A new 
transbay bridge with provisions for transcontinental trains to 
be brought into San Francisco is being urged and Army-Navy hear- 
ings are scheduled for August 12th. 
State Belt Railroad steam switch engine #11, 0-6-0, 
has been lettered "Central Santa Lona" and was last seen on the 
SeP. exchange believed headed for Central America. - WCW 





SAN FRANCISCO - Southern Pacific has set up a Pullman City 
of 30 sleeping cars for the Shriners convention July 23-25 
in the marshalling yards south of the Townsend Street depot. 
"Fez City" as it is known will provide accomodations for 
visitors unable to get hotel reservations. --- Key System 
is operating 24-hour bus and train service between Oakland 
and San Francisco during the convention. 


SAN FRANCISCO - Delivery of the 16 trolley coaches (E line) 
and 10 new streét cars for the Municipal Railway 
has been held up by strikes in eastern electrical 
equipment plants. Increased wages will take most 
of the additional revenue from the new 10¢, 3 for 
25¢, fares, but some $600,000 is expected to be 
available for new equipment in addition to $400,000 

to be spent reconstructing the inside-tracks on Market Streete 

A plan is under discussion for Downtown financial interests 

to purchase cars and busses to be leased to the Muncipal Rail- 

way with an option to buy. The new green and cream colors 

have been selected by the public as the new Municipal paint 

job. The old cars at Funston Avenue yard have been sold to 

ascrap dealer for junk. A bid of $75.50 by Joseph Levin 

& Sons of Third Street was high for 51 cars. 


SOUTISRN CALIFORNIA - The trollowing locomotives are stored at 
various Southern California industrial plants: ex-Virginia & 
Truckee #20, 2-6-0, at Hercules Powder Company, El Monte; ex- 
Tonopah & Tidewater #8, 2-8-0, at Kaiser Steel, Bontana; ex- 
Quter Harbor Terminal #1, 4-6-0, at Kaiser Steel, Fontana; ex- 
Sugar Pine Lumber #8, 2-10-2T, at Kaiser Steel, Fontana; ex- 
Union Pacific 4228, 0-6-0, at ‘iest Riverside ‘Quarry; ex-Union 
Pacific #4345, O-6-0, at west Riverside Quarry; ex-Kumpe-Hauser 
Corp. Lt #12, 0-6-0, at West Riverside Quarry; ex-Port Ever- 
glades #301, a GE. 300 hepe Cummins diesel,at iiest Riverside 
Marry. -- Jack ‘ihitmeyer 


SEBASTOPOL - The Petaluma & Santa Rosa has been testing new 

devices to expedite service. June 29th a Southern Pacific 

combination car was hauled over the line by motor 504 to test 

radio communication. On July 2nd Visalia Electric's diesel 

electric switcher 501 was delivered for tests on the line. 

Tt 's reported that the P&SR may scrap its wooden freight motorse 
Bob Ellison --- Richard Howweling 
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PASO ROBLES HORSE CAR LINE 


The Paso Robles horse car line was laid down in 1894 by 
M. S- Prince of Oakland from the Southern Pacific depot to 
the Paso Robles Mud Baths by way of the Paso Robles Hot Springs 
Hotel, a distance of about two miles. The three cars and rai] 
had been purchased second-hand from the operators of a line 
4 Howard Street in San Francisco where the cars had seen ser- 
Vice. 

As a business venture the line was not a success so after 
a few years Prince sold it to one Thaddeus Sherman of Paso 
Robles who soon abandoned that part of the line between the 
depot and the Hotel, but continued operation over the rest with 
one car with himself as driver. 

The remaining portion was about a mile and a half long on 
Spring Street. The main source of patronage was the guests 
of the Hotel who went out to the Mud Baths which were con- 
sidered to have a great therapeutic value. 

Mr. Sherman and his long brown beard was very popular 
with most of the folks in town, but there were some who con- 
sidered his horse car and its track a nuisance. The city 
tried to induce him to remove his tmack, but he held his 
franchise until one night in about 1915 when some pergon or 
persons unknown pulled out several sections of the rail which 
he was not able to replace. 

The three cars were sold locally for stationary use and 
the rail went up to the quick silver mine at Klau west of 
town. The Paso Robles Hot Springs Hotel was destroyed by 
fire a few years ago and the Mud Baths have fallen into disuse, 








-- Owen McKeon 
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NORTHERN CALTFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB -- The July meeting held 
in the former "Suntan" observation car while en route to 

San Jose and return proved to be one of the most enjoyable 
ever held. It is planned that another such meeting via 
Oakland Pier should be held in September. The August 
meeting will be held in San Francisco on the 17th at the 
InterMountain & Pacific. It was announced at the meeting 
that Arthur Lloyd had arranged a tour of the Key System 
street car lines for the 25th of August starting from Central 
carhouse. Route, schedule and equipment are still tentitive, 
he reports, but arrangements are being pushed to completion. 
Reservations: Arthur Lloyd, 95 Forest Lane, Berkeley 8, Cal. 
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